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Aspiring, Inspiring...
Empowered for Life!

Since 1979, Cardinal Ritter College Prep has been 
committed to providing an exemplary education 
to the City of St. Louis’ urban youth.  Our school 
community instills an attitude of excellence and 
self-worth so that every student aspires to achieve 
and succeed. Our core values inspire students 
to become tomorrow’s physicians, teachers, 
lawmakers, artists, activists and community 
leaders. And most importantly, our foundation of 
excellence, compassion and leadership empowers 
our graduates for life!



Making the future brighter
From the President of the Board

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Cardinal Ritter College Prep, I want to 
thank you, our supporters, friends and benefactors for your very vital support 
of our mission.  Your generosity changes lives. So many of our students would be 
lost without a Cardinal Ritter College Prep education; because of your support, 
these young Cardinal Ritter College Prep men and women have a future.  

The last 18 months have been challenging for many non-profit organizations and 
schools around the country.  Cardinal Ritter College Prep is no exception. We 
have not let these setbacks detract from our mission of providing an exemplary 
education to African-American youth in the St. Louis community. The Board of 
Directors, Archdiocese, administration, supporters, faculty and staff—in short, 
every member of the Cardinal Ritter College Prep community—has stepped up to 
meet these challenges and ensure that Cardinal Ritter Prep is here for generations 
to come. And clearly we will need your continuing assistance. The need for a 
school like Cardinal Ritter College Prep has never been greater. 

Thank you for making the future brighter for the students of Cardinal Ritter 
College Prep—past, present and future. We are so grateful for your support and 
we wish you all the best for 2010. 

Sincerely,

Joseph P. Conran 
President, Board of Directors
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Making the Future Brighter
A message from the President of the Board



A wonderful opportunity  
to reflect
From the President and Principal

A Wonderful Opportunity to Reflect
A message from the President and Principal

Dear Friends,

Last year was a bittersweet year at Cardinal Ritter College Prep. Principal Carmele 
Hall retired after 25 years at CRCP and we will miss her very much. 

In honor of Mrs. Hall’s years of service and sacrifice, the school community 
organized a surprise retirement party. More than 400 people were involved in 
the celebration, including several Board and community members who were 
responsible for our amazing capital campaign that allowed us to build our new 
facility in Grand Center.  

It was a wonderful opportunity to reflect, especially as we enter our 30th year 
of existence, on all the dedicated people and organizations in the St. Louis 
community who have made Cardinal Ritter College Prep the success story it is. 

Last year, as in years past, every member of our graduating class was accepted to 
at least one college or university. The 94 members of the Class of 2009 garnered 
more than $4 million in total scholarship offers. Two students from the Class 
of 2009, Darnell Cage and Glenda Jeffries, were awarded the Gates Millennium 
Scholarship, the most prestigious minority scholarship in the United States.

Our student athletes had one of the best years in our 30-year history. Our young 
ladies’ basketball team won the state championship for the first time ever. We 
are very proud of these young women—many of whom were Honors Students 
in addition to being excellent athletes. The girls track team made it to the State 
Finals and the boys football team played for the State Final at the Edward Jones 
Dome—their best finish.  

It is a blessing to be able to have had an impact on so many young peoples’ lives here 
at CRCP over the past 30 years; with God’s continual blessings, we look forward 
to many more years of carrying out this most important spiritual and educational 
mission. 

On behalf of the Cardinal Ritter College Prep community, we hope that you find 
the 2009 Annual Report helpful and informative. 

With appreciation,

Leon C. Henderson		  Michael R. Blackshear U. Hall 
President		  Principal
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Our Mission
The Mission of Cardinal Ritter College Prep High 
School is to provide an exceptional Catholic urban 
experience for youth that instills attitudes of 
success and self worth through faith development, 
academic excellence and leadership.

Administration
Leon Henderson
President

Carmele Hall
Principal 

Michael Blackshear
Associate Principal

Rev. Art Cavitt
Chaplain

Faculty & Staff 
Willie Ash
Athletic Director

Robert Beekman
English

Cynthia Bellinger
English

Ann Berry
Computer/Business

Richard Bischof
Dean of Students, Social Studies

Rayna Blackshear
Spanish, Learning Consultant

Joanne Bone
Theology

April Cotton
Intern Leadership Program Director

Linda Cova
Social Studies

Linda DePriest
Math

Craige Edwards
Leadership, Social Studies

Kenneth Froehlich
English

Sister Teresa Haug, SSND
Business Manager

Judith Jackson
Music, Theology

Sandra Johnson
Assistant Dean, Business, 
Technology Coordinator

Betty Ivin
Science

Jennifer Kwolek
Theology, Social Studies

Mike Lampe
Social Studies

Cathleen Lewis
Science

Jacqueline McWell
Registrar/Admissions

Susan Meyer
English 

Kevin O’Brien
Math

Jason Otte
Physical Education, Health

Joseph Pecaut
Theology, Golf coach

Sandy Reid
English, Leadership

Byron Rodgers
Art, Cross Country and Track Coach

Maggie Ryan
Development Director

Laurie Schaefer
English, Newspaper moderator

Molly Schell
Development Assistant

Daniel Schiele
Spanish

Cliff Sodergren
Math

Venus Spain Walker
Science, Volleyball & Girl’s Basketball Coach

Preston Thomas
Guidance

Fontroy Todd
Math

Christine Turland
Librarian

Etefia Umana
Guidance

Bertha Winkler
Guidance

Carolyn Yandell
Liturgical Coordinator

Board of Directors
Joseph Conran 
President

Jack Krings 
Vice President

Gary Schell 
Treasurer

Tamiko Armstead 
Secretary

Edward Bell
Joseph Cavato
Timothy Conway
Craig Fowler
Brian Lowry
Tim Mooney
John Pickering
Reginald Scott
Kevin Short
David Steward
Joanie Taylor
John Vatterott
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The mission of the Intern Leadership Program (ILP) is to provide incentives 
for talented African-American youth to choose to live in, work in and 
provide leadership in the St. Louis region  for civic and economic life after 
college graduation.

The ILP, which was funded by a generous grant from the Danforth 
Foundation, gives African-American youth opportunities beyond college 
graduation, to encourage leadership in the St. Louis community and to 
develop youth as highly productive, responsible citizens. 

Cardinal Ritter Prep juniors and seniors in the ILP can receive leadership 
scholarships and summer internships with local major employers. ILP is 
a six-year program, with students trained in professional development 
and placed in internships throughout college. Upon college graduation, 
participants are in an excellent position to earn a job with the company for 
which he or she has interned through the program. 

Qualifications for acceptance:
•  Second semester sophomores
•  Students with a 3.0 GPA  or higher
•  �Students who have good attendance, good teacher references, 

community service participation, are involved in extra-curricular 
activities and have a commitment to professional development

Training Components:
•  Resume Writing	 •  Speech Communications
•  Interviewing	 •  Dressing  to Impress
•  Business Etiquette	 •  Leadership
•  Character Building	 •  Summary Sessions
•  Mock Interviewing 	 •  Job Shadowing

Intern Leadership Program
Preparing students for the business world

Ameren UE
American Water
Anheuser-Busch
Bank of America
BJC
Commerce Bancshares  
Edward Jones
Energizer
Enterprise Rent-A-Car
ERM Technologies 

Grant Cooper Associates
Grimco
International Food Group
Laclede Gas
Maritz, Inc.
Nestlé Purina PetCare Company
Peabody Energy 
Tyco/Healthcare  Mallinckrodt 
SSM HealthCare
Schnuck Markets, Inc.

Smurfit Stone Container
Unigroup
U.S. Bank
VA Medical Center
Wachovia Wells Fargo
Walgreens
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Current & Past Program Partners



$2 Million or More
Archdiocese of St. Louis
The Danforth Foundation
William T. Kemper Foundation– 
	 Commerce Bank Trustee

$1 million to $1.9 million
Emerson
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Farrell
Anonymous (2)

$500,000 to $999,999
Edward Jones
Monsanto Fund
Dana Brown Charitable Trust
Boeing Company

$250,000 to $499,999
Mr. and Mrs. John Vatterott
Anonymous (3)
Nestle Purina PetCare Company
Schnuck Markets, Inc.
Vatterott Foundation
AmerenUE
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Drury
U.S. Bank
Gertrude and William A. Bernoudy 
	 Foundation

$100,000 to $249,000
Energizer Holdings, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Conran
Maritz Inc.
Interco Charitable Trust
Mr. Jack Taylor
Enterprise Rent-A-Car
Vatterott College
Arco National Construction Co., Inc
Black and Indian Mission

$50,000 to $99,999
Fred Weber, Inc.
Pulitzer Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Pulitzer
Anonymous (2)
Tenet Healthcare Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew C. Taylor
Charter Communications
Edison Family Foundation
Fabick Companies and Family
Fox Cable Networks
Fox Family Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999
Anonymous
Mr. Richard Gaines
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Donald
Centene Corporation
E.M. Mullins Charitable Donation Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Ritter
Ms. Emily Rauh Pulitzer
Mrs. Kathleen and Mr. John Schobel
Shaughnessy Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Brigham, Jr.
Anheuser-Busch
National City Bank–PNC
Covidien
Greater Saint Louis Community Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Jackson
North County Realty & Development Co.
Plaza Motors
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Snively

$15,000 to $24,999
Anonymous
Cass Information Systems Inc.
Millstone Bangert, Inc.
Vashon Jeff VanderLou Initiative, Inc.
Express Scripts Foundation
Daughters of Charity
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mullins
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore M. Fiedler
Ulrike and Tom Schlafly
Employees Community Fund of  
	 The Boeing Company
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Cavato
Mr. and Mrs. Milton C. Goldenberg
Community Program  
	 Development Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Brown

$10,000 to $14,999
Commerce Bank
Pepsi-Cola
Dan Devereaux Memorial Trust
Husch Blackwell Sanders, LLP
Mr. and Mrs. Brian R. Lowry
Clayco
The Saigh Foundation
Citi
Christner Inc.
Peabody Energy Co.
Macy’s (formerly the  
	 May Company Foundation)

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Schell
The St. Louis American Foundation
Laclede Gas Company
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Newman

$5,000 to $9,999
Catholic Education Office
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Mooney
Msgr. Ted L. Wojcicki
Mrs. Barbara Finan
Dr. Donald Suggs
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Vatterott
Mr. Richard J. Bischof and  
	 Ms. Susan C. Federspiel
Dr. Jade D. James
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Fowler
Mrs. Barbara and Mr. Michael A. Richter
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program
Darrik S. Sabada Memorial  
	 Scholarship Foundation
Hazel McGrievy Scholarship Fund
RubinBrown
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bunce
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Benoist
One At A Time Foundation
Dr. Katrina Wade
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Krings
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Bischof, Sr.
Ms. Audrey Ferguson and Mr. Chavis  
	 Ferguson, Sr.
Mr. Frank Bick
Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Bell, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bryson
Mr. Troy and Mrs. Loretta J. Ellis
Mr. and Mrs. Raphael Pierce
Mr. and Ms. Gerard Mudd
The Pasta House Company
Miss Kay Shehan
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Casale
Lou Fusz Automotive Network
Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale
Holy Infant Parish Tithing Committee
Ms. Barbara Howard
Mrs. Mary M. Luigs
President Casinos, Inc.
Mr. Alvin J. Siteman
St. John’s Mercy Health Care
St. Joseph Church
UniGroup, Inc.

Friends of Cardinal Ritter College Prep
Donors whose cumulative lifetime contributions are $5,000 or more
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2008-2009 Supporters
Cardinal Ritter College Prep gratefully acknowledges all our supporters. Recognized here 
are those who made gifts between July 1, 2008 and June 30, 2009. We sincerely apologize 
if any of our donors have been inadvertently left off these lists. 

Program Grants
William T. Kemper Foundation– 
	 Commerce Bank Trustee
Teaching Tolerance: A Project of the  
	 Southern Poverty Law Center

Annual Support
Ms. Dolores Alexander
Mrs. Doris Allen
Anheuser-Busch
Bank of America
Mr. Thomas Bannister
Mr. and Ms. Gary D. Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Bell, Jr.
Ms. Jeanine R. Bermel
Ms. Crystal and Mr. John Beuerlein
Mr. Richard J. Bischof and Ms. Susan C.  
	 Federspiel
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Blackshear
Boeing Company
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Bommarito
Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation
Dr. and Ms. Robert Broady
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence L. Browning, Jr.
Rev. Msgr. Rich Buchheit
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bunce
Mr. Michael Burke
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Carlson
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Cavato
Centene Corporation

Ms. Angela Chazelle
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Chott
Eric and Anjanette Clark
Dr. and Mrs. Henry Clever, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Conran
Mr. John Costello
Ms. April D. Cotton ‘87
Ms. Linda J. Cova
Covidien
CPI Corp.
Gladys K. Crown Foundation
Ms. Sharon Currie
T. Danis Charitable Trust
Mr. Sanford D. Dennis
Ms. Linda DePriest
Dr. Joseph Devine
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Distelrath
Mr. and Mrs. David Dolan
Mr. and Mrs. John Donnelly
Steve and Judith Doss
Dowd Bennett LLP
Dr. Joseph P.  and Ms. Donna L. Drozda
The John and Yvette Dubinsky Family  
	 Charitable Foundation
Edward Jones
Mr. Mark Eggert
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Elder
Emerson
Enterprise Rent-A-Car
Footwear Unlimited, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Fraley
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Fraser

Ms. Danielle Frazier ‘88
Goodland Foods, Inc
Mr. Na’im Gray
Greater Saint Louis Community 
Foundation
Ms. Robin and Mr. Greg Gutzler
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry G. Hall
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Hall
Mr. James M. Havel
Mr. and Mrs. Henry W. Heck
Mrs. Lois Henderson
Mrs. Teressa Henry
Ms. Betty Howard
Ms. Katrina Hubbard
Mr. and Mrs. Darryll J. Ingram
Dr. Jade D. James
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Jersa
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Jonagan
Ms. Renee Jones
Mr. Martin Knobloch
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Kohlberg
Mr. and Mrs. Alois Koller, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Krings
Mr. and Ms. Bernie Landewe
Mr. and Mrs. Greg P. Lavigne
Mr. Lewis A. Levey
Sr. Mary John Linder, DC
Sister Mary John Lindner, DC
Mr. and Mrs. Brian R. Lowry
Macy’s
Maritz Inc.
The Reverend Mr. and Mrs. William  
	 McKenna
Ms. Maureen Merli
Mr. Lawrence Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Mohrman
Monsanto Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Mooney
Mr. and Mrs. John Morrison
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Mudd, Jr.
Dr. Richard Nault
Mr. Mark Neilsen and Ms. Judith Gallagher
Mr. Kevin O’Brien
Mr. Richard Pack
Ms. Tanya Parker
Simon Passanante PC
The Pasta House Company
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program
Mr. and Mrs. John Pickering
Mr. and Mrs. Raphael Pierce
Mr. and Mrs. John K. Powers
Ms. Countess Price
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Ms. Emily Rauh Pulitzer
Quest Diagnostics
Mr. Oscar Ratterman
Mrs. Barbara and Mr. Michael A. Richter
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Ritter
RubinBrown
Mrs. Maggie Ryan and Mr. Mike Ryan
Rev. Thomas Santen
SAP
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Schell
Schnuck Markets, Inc.
Mr. Vincent and Mrs. Lois Schoemehl
Dr. and Mrs. Shaun Selness
The Shaughnessy Family Foundation
The Honorable Charles A. Shaw
Ms. Ernestine Smith
Mr. James M. Steger
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Stieven
Ms. Katherine M. Stroot
Mr. Daniel Struemph
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Stutte
Superior Waterproofing & Restoration Co., Inc.
Ms. Cheryl Tatum
Msgr. James T. Telthorst
Mrs. Latrice Triplett
Mr. Francis N. Underwood
U.S. Bank
Mr. and Mrs. John Vatterott
Wachovia Securities
Dr. Katrina Wade
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Weber
Sister Carlene Welker, DC
WellPoint Foundation
Welsch, Flatness & Lutz, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Johnnie Williams
Mr. Arthur Woodward
World Wide Technology
Mr. John Young

Honor and Memorial Gifts
In Honor of Carmele Hall’s Retirement
Mr. William Jackson

In honor of Kathy and John Schobel’s 
Fortieth Anniversary
Ms. Nancy Coleman and Mr. Brian Coleman
The Davila Family
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin M. Del Vento
Ms. Gloria Fusillo
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Hurley

In Memory of Charles Tyler
Mr. Patrick Owens
Mr. Reginald P. and Mrs. Ardina Scott

In Memory of Frank and Joanne Flynn
Simon Passanante PC

In Memory of Percy Blackshear
Mr. John R. Anderson
Ms. Kimberly Biedscheid
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Blackshear
Mr. and Mrs. Danny Blackshear
Ms. Angela Blackshear
Ms. Claudia Boyd
Mr. and Mrs. James Brooks
Father Arthur Cavitt
De La Salle Middle School
Bridgett Elliott
Terri Grosshorn
Lorriane and Gus Gustavis
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry G. Hall
Ms. Carol Hudson
Mr. and Ms. Paul Lanham
Mr. and Dr. Michael McCray
Mr. and Ms. David B. McWilliams
Ms. Susan Meyer
Northstar Basketball Organization

Mr. Todd Oakes
Mr. Kevin O’Brien
Mrs. Maggie Ryan and Mr. Mike Ryan
Mr. Daniel Schiele
Mr. Daniel Schiele
Mrs. Christine Turland
Ms. Mertice Walton
Mr. and Ms. John S. Wiese
Ms. Carolyn Yandell

In Memory of Sister Maureen Bannister, DC
Ms. Susan Meyer

In Honor of Joe Conran
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Benoist

Joseph F. Pecaut, Sr. Scholarship Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Geldmacher
Ms. Angela Pace

Leon and Ethel Scholarship Fund
Mrs. Joyce E. Faggett
Mr. Irvan McMurtry, Jr.

Annual Scholarship and  
Tuition Assistance
Assumption Parish of St. Louis
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Blackshear
Employees Community Fund of  
	 The Boeing Company
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence L. Browning, Jr.
Commerce Bank
Ms. Audrey Ferguson and Mr. Chavis 
Ferguson, Sr.
Mr. James G. Forsyth,III
Mr. and Mrs. Milton C. Goldenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry G. Hall
Holy Infant Parish Tithing Committee
Ms. Tamara Howard
Mr. Martin Knobloch
One At A Time Foundation
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Mr. Michael W. Reap and Ms. Mary  
	 Belle Reap
The Saigh Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Snively
Vatterott Foundation

Golf Tournament Support
AR Management
Ms. Rebecca M. Barnes
Mr. Sanford Bell
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Blackshear
Cass Information Systems Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Cavato
Cedar Creek Conference Center
Clayco
Commerce Bank
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Crowe, Jr.
Mr. William  Dotson

Enterprise Rent-A-Car
Faith Miracle Temple
Mr. and Mrs. William Francis, Jr.
Mr. Na’im Gray
Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale
Mr. Mark C. Hannah
Ms. Katrina Hubbard
Hudson Services
Husch Blackwell Sanders, LLP
Mr. Kenneth M. Husted
Mr. Michael B. Kennedy
Mr. Steven Kinahan
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Krings
Mr. Jonathan W. LaGrone
MCMO Management LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Mooney
Smith Barney
National City Bank–PNC

Mr. Warren Nichols
Mr. Kevin O’Brien
Pepsi-Cola
Mr. Michael Pittroff
Rhodes and Lally, LLC
Mr. John P. Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Schell
Ms. Molly A. Schell
St. Louis Equity Fund
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated
Mr. A. Keith Turner
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Vescovo
Mr. and Ms. Eric Warren
Mr. Arthur R. Williams
Roland Williams
Robert Wood Realty
World Wide Technology

Operating Revenue

Description	A mount	 % of Total
n Student Tuition & Fees	 2,144,038.66	 67.0%

n Contributions	 1,171,703.94	 36.6%

n Archdiocesan Support	 729,341.46	 22.8%

n Investment & Misc. Income	 55,673.47	 1.7%

n Endowment Related	 -898,571.07	 -28.1%

Total Revenue	 3,202,186.46	 100%

Operating Expenses

Description	A mount	 % of Total
n Instructional 	 1,903,152.13	 42%

n General & Administration	 880,518.37	 19%

n Plant Operations	 1,053,301.88	 23%

n Tuition Assistance	 381,197.00	 8%

n Athletics	 178,686.71	 4%

n Other Expenses	 41,010.72	 1%

n Development	 121,109.33	 3%

Total Expenses	 4,558,976.14	 100%

continued

Cardinal Ritter College Prep Financials
Operating Fund Revenues and Expenditures – Year ended Month Day, 2009
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Aspiring, Inspiring...
Empowered for Life!

Cardinal Ritter College Prep provides African-
American men and women from low to middle 
income homes with a college-prep education — at 
the lowest private high school tuition in the area. 
Thanks to your support, our mission is succeeding: 
nearly 100 percent of our graduates are accepted 
into one or more colleges or universities. Our 
alumni include scientists, physicians, teachers, 
lawmakers, artists, activists and community leaders 
who are making a positive impact on our city, our 
region and our nation. Will you help us educate 
the next generation of Cardinal Ritter College 
Prep graduates?
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